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What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's 

lap is sleeping? V/hom angels greet with anthemns sweel 

While shepherds watch are keeping. 

-ihy lies he ±hHK in such mean estate where ox and 
ass are feetfing? Good Christian fear! for sinners 
here the silent world is pleading.. 
So "bring him incense gold and nyrhh, come peasant 
King to own him,. The king of Kings salvation brings, 
let loving hearts enthrone him,. 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard 
and angels sing: Haste, haste to bring hin land, 
The babe the Son of Kary. 



Call to ,,'orahin: 

Behold I bring you good tidings of great Joy 
which shall be to all people. For unto jrou is born 
this day in the city of David a saviour, which is 
Christ the IiO rd. 

Glory to God in the highest and on oaxth 
ce, good will toward men.. 

Blessed be the Lord 304 of Ierael for he hath cared 
for his people and wrought them redemption. i"e has 
ral&ed up a strong saviour for tta In the house of 
his servant ravld as he promised of old by the 1 Ins 
of his prophets. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy uoon ue,. 

Christ, have meccy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mejroy upon us. 

Advent wreath lighting: 

Beloved let us love one another: for love Is of 
God; and every one that lcvenh is born of God, and 
k.oweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; 
for God Is love. 

Ke light the first candle for Hope, we light the 
second candle because of our JOT. Vie light the 
third candle for PBACE, V/e light the fourth candle 
for 10V3. 

EBTBlii' is love, not that we loved God, but 
t t he loved us and sent his son into the world 
to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Prayer: God, we are able to love because you loved 
us*. Help us to share our love with other people and 
may we live love all of our lives. Help us to walk 
close to youand as that blessed day draws nearer 
keep our thoughts upon your love as shown in the 
gift of your Son.. Aaen.. 



THIHITY CHAR8E— THE TOIEBD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Ralph c. Link, Pastor 



Trinity Church, "lev Bloonficld 



9:00 A.M. 



THE ORDER OP WORSHIP 



Deccnber 20, 1970 



The Organ Prelude 

*The Hyrm of praise 112 

*The Call to Worship 

*Ihe Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God Df hops? and love who dost wait for 
11s even when wo forget thee, God of truth 
and peace who dost prepare a revelation for 
us even when we cannot conprehend thee, 
Cod of grace and nercy who doth call us to 
respond to thee even when we wonder frorj thee, 
we confess, wo are confused by being so busy, 
we confess, we are too ouch involved in prep- 
arations, wc confess, we are tired of nan uade 
schedules, we confess, we tend to forget thee 
in our celebration, forgive us. forrive us 
God. Anen. 
*Tho Kyrie 
*She Assurance of pardon 

The Scripture Matthew 1 : 18-25--Iuke 1:26-38 

•The Gloria Patri 

*Hynn 101 

The pastoral Prayer 

Announcements 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

♦The Doxology 

*The Offering Prayer and Lord's Prayer 

Advent Wreath IiajitiBg 

The Hyrjn of Meditation 102 

The Scrcion Advent Revelation; 

"What Child Is This'" 
The Sermon Prayer 
♦The Hynn of Rcsnonsc 120 

*Tho Benediction 
*The Threefold Arien 
*Tho Postludc 



Wo will have cur children's Christnas Pro- 
gren this evening at 7:30 P.M. Please plan 
ta a-ttend. 

The Polnsettia on the Altar is placed in 
raeiiory of John and Hester Myers by the feuily. 

The Thank Offering aoounted to <i31.25. 
The offering taken for the foster children 
amounted to £38.70'. 

Mr. find Mrs, Eugene Eby proudly announce the 
arrival of their first grandson. The proud 
parents are Sanuel and Judy Eby. The red 
rose on the Altar is in honor of this happy 
occasion. 

The Link fanily wants to take this opportunity 
to express our thanks to the congregation for 
their nany cards and, well wishes for this 
Holiday Season. Wc also extend our well 
wishes to- each of you, not only for e very 
Merry Christnas but for a healthy and pros- 
perous Hev Year. May God richly bless each 
of you. 
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TRINITY CHARGE — THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 




Ralph C. Link, Pastor 


Everyone is invited to remain after the 




service for refreshments in the Social Room 


Christmas Program Decenber 20, 1970. 


of the Church. 


Call to Worship Ja"L~- Y7 27 


The offering this evening will be sent to 


Eoffaan limes. 


*Hymn 107 fp 


We would like to thank everyone who. in soQC' 


Scripture Luke 2:1-20 


way or another has helped or participated in ' 




the service tonight. 


The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 




The Christians Story presented In song 


Those who participated in. the program to— 




night wore: 


Lower Junior, Junior and Junior High Depts. 


Scripture Dale Link 


Song Nursery Department 


Piano. -Mrs. Helen Lyons 


Dedlcr.tion of the Chrlctiac Tree 


Prayer Neva Sei ch 

Lower Junior Departnent 


Lover Junior Dcpt. 


Beth Pry Sarah Lyons 


Offering 


Nancy Link - Kichael Swcgar 
Petti Pearce, Teacher 


A Christr.as Messaga 


Junior Departr.c-nt 


Lower Junior, Junior and Junior High Depts. 


David Pry Anita Scrgar 
Tina Magce Donald Swegar 


The Lighting of the Candles 


Earl Heick Daniel Snyder 


*Hyim 108 


Dale Link, Teacher 


Junior High Department 


.•Benediction 


Lloyd Link 




Neva Reich 




Mr. Eugene Eby, Teacher 


*Denotcs Congregation Standing 
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TRIKITY CHAHGE--THE DBITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Ralph G. Link, pastor 



Christ Church, Duncannon 
TEE ORDER OP WORSHIP 



10:30 A.M. 
December 20, 1970 



The Organ Prelude 

♦Congregr.'ti on-.-l Hyan 100 

Prayer -Mark Bo ran an 

Scripture Matthew 1:18-23— Luke 1:26-38 

'Jelcome Sandra Liddick 

Sor.g — "Away in A Manger" 

"Hera We Cone To Bethlehem" 
Kursery, Kindergarten, Primary Depts. 

Pc-en Jodi M orris 

Poen Gerald Morris 

Exercise — "Five Stars" Kindergarten 

Poen Dennis Shatto 

PofiH Mark lightner 

Poem David Sloan 

Song choir 

Poem Jane Kiner 

poen Gina Steele 

Poen Ton Patterson 

Announcements 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

*The. Doxology 

♦The Offering Prayer and lord's Prayer 

Advent Wreath Lighting 

The Semon Advent Revelation: 

"What Child Is This?" 

Poer.i "Good Bye" Tim Patterson 

Congregational Hyan 105 

*The Bendeidletion 
*The Threefold Alien 
*The postlude 



The Christmas Party will be held after Con- 
firmation at 6:30 P.M. tonight. 

The lovely Eoinsetta's that grace- the chancel 
this norning are placed there in loving aen- 
ory. 

Mrs*. Wolpert in memory of Eraan. 

Mrs. Mary Louise Dowdrick in memory of Honor. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Borcherdlng in memory of 
Elmer Holland. 

Br. and Mrs. George Achenbach in memory of 
Florence earnest. 

The Congregation is invited to the wedding 
of Susan Colleen Gamber and John Wayne 
Hoste-tter on Sunday, December 27, 1970 at 
2:30 P.M. 

The Link family wants to take this opportunity 
to express our thanks to the congregation for 
their many cards and well wishes lor this 
Holiday Season. We also extend our well wishes 
to each of yon, not only for a very Merry 
Chrlstnas but for a healthy and prosperous 
New Tear. Hay God ii chly bless each of you. 
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*Denote3 Congregation Standing 



at Child If. Th' 
Tex' Ut l thaw 1:23 ' 

hat child is t- Lri 1b the title of s beautiful Christmas 
carol. Wiat child is thin wa<- asked by the shepherds, by the v.ire men, a.: 
jjt this year .33gS ;e ask the s ft me question, As we ponder this birth onca 
_j a could arrive at several answer 8, to this question, "What child is 

s?" The answer I am thinking of is Lr .julous child. He i born mir- 
aculously, He lived miraculously, and He died miraculously. His birth was 
probably the most unique if not the strangest ewer recorded. In order ' 
understand the full Imj U » 1 .: — of this birth we need to delve in1 
of the background surrounding it. 

The customs of the 2 ite a bit from those we 

observe. When we reed +he accounts of +he advent of Christ that 
Mary was betrothed + o Joseph, "hen we read that Joseph wishes to divorce 
her because she is going to have a child. To Ui range. But in 

the Jewish custom this is not strange a+ all. The Jewish marriage procedure 
followed three pte s. fhe firs 4 - P te agement. This enga 

itimas took place when the couple were only ohildren. isually 

g<*fi>fr*r ?<■*? Ftp. •/ ft.fl #V»Jo/4r ^'iF^i/.j., 

handled by the parents, or +hrough a professional match maker J Often the ^9^"' 
couple involved never .:h pther. Marriage was considered too serious 
a step to be left to the dictates of the heart or human passioJ . 

Next there the betrothal. This could be celled the 
ratification of the engagement they entered into. At this point the engage- 
could be broken If t girl were unwilling to go through with it. But 
once +he betrothal was entered into, it was absolutely bj . It lasted 
one ;7ear. During this 1 I :ouple were known as m : wife, even 

5h they didn't have the rights of man and wife, "ha betrothal could 
be dissolved by divorce. The third stage was .This + ook 

place at the end of the year of betrothal. 

' *a in your mind h , wU hava befln if 



2. 
8+ this birth the naws media .ve would have been available. Tho poendal 
angle would have been played up +o it*e fullest. Bera is I who wan only 
betrothed to a man and she is about to hava a beby. what headlines this 
would make. But +he unusual or unique 1 bout this bir+h ip the faet 
that we are + old pha was s ■virgin. This belief hap been one of 
aver pinoe it occurred. Theologians and Biblical poholarp have argued both 
pro ai:d cor; about I vent. Even pcian+ipte have given their view point 

flipbellef » because such a birth ip biologically 
impossible . Whether we accept the virgin birth or rejec+ it will not be of 
earth shattering importance. V/e testants and United Church of Christ 
members - + icular, ai to make up our Lndp. tsut I believe this 
ip one doctrine of the Church that we need to ba vary definite about. I firm- 
ly believe that it is something w hich we nead to bel ieve really happened ap 

re bm several reasons for thip belief which are vary important + o 
u" a» profepping Chri" 4 i.'i:s. 

"he first end main one i- | t if Christ were not b ra j* a 
He wap and Is not the true "on of God. m his would make Him no- 
more than ai: ordinary man and her ill +a child. This 
may sound irraveran + , irreligious, pacriligioup, call it whet you will, but 
nevertheless thip oan be the only conclusion v/e car. draw, if He >t born 



a at tJ Ud He boo vine? At what 

lif -elect or choo«e Him to be Hip Son? If He we- not born this 

i^i'- 1 Lt possible that I could stand here +oday end have the effrontery 
and the nerve to tall you that I am the "on of God? i*hy not? Didn't chri<-* 
preach? Didn't Ha quota scripture? Than what makes Him ao different from me 
-r f as for that matter? If He map born in an ordinary way then Ha wap 
nothing more *han sn ordinary men. Hut I =,ay the manner of Hip birth is 



arete i Him from ordinary man. Therefore I believ-.- ' p import 
that we believe in this un-ordinary and unique birth. 

The s aQO nd reason for believing this ip that if we do not 



3. 
Lave i + then '.va ere Harp and . .;ritos. 

-ims*. "- .ii td a y mor i i») i r ire profess together our belief by re • • ier 

Creed, -*¥ we say." believe ii. Jg-U" Chript God'" only begotten "on, conceived 
by + he Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary," • iot believe ilfif then 



wa are liars . Ve cannot just blindly repeat 9 . :.g like thin and r.ot believe 

in our hearts, or we ar9 lying to God and are hypocrite?- because if our lie. 
juld be better if we didn'+ say +he Creed ot all, a? ' - | and not 
believe it. If we have never given this much thought, perhaps we shoal 
the time in the next couple of days and go over the Apostle? Creed. ±)y this I 
mean to ts a M statement by statement and ponder each one, to F-ee whet 
we believe about it. l.taybe if each one of us did this we moy become not only 
enlightened but s+rangtho:: our bolinf k<~ well. 

The third reason we should believt; in +hi- unique Mr + ; Ls 
beca:. ■ niar-tand how God works and doe? things .. i oan look at 

hists -ically, bioiofieelly, che-nic^li 

or any other scientific way i 1 is impossible for anyone + o ba born this way. 
However if we look at this bir+h religiously, then we can understand it be- 
cause all thing* are possible with God.* If we believe in the tfod that we always 
talk about, a God who can work miraolest a God wfc creator, then 
believe that Christ war born as stated. God has always revealed Himself to man 

•trange and unusual ways- and if He revealed His «on in en ordine ' 
than Christ would no + necessarily be divine. These then are the reason? we 
should believe in the virgin bir + h. choose to no + believe if we ?o 
desire. We can join the ranks of those who do not believe if we wish. ±iut i 
feel in my hear'* that this is something we need +0 believe perhaps moreso 
then many other Goc+riiias. Uow I am not saying that we should no* 
things such a" ' . should do so by all means. uu+ it should be done 

rently and prayerfully. ■-■ oan [uestioi I the truth 

but only if .ve do so with en open mind, "ome people question Doctrines such 
a- this Lth the full . - - of tearing Christianity ana the ch ■ ■ 



4. 
"hi<? -should novor 'bo our aim or cur g 



This all boil" flown + o the fact that God pent Hie- "oh 
into +he world in a unique way . Whether we believe or rii-balieve ip up 
to each one of U" individually, "o ap once again we come to worship the 
Christ child wa car: answer the queption> "Whet child ip this?"i with fche 
-, a miraculous child. . i ravaslad by God i] i.raculous way. 
a gift of love, given +o mankind. A mankind that ip not only unloving but 
unlovable. ?hi^ i<> whe+ God did for uo "O miraculously. Gome to the manger 
end thi" child. s baby bu+ E" the Lord and saviour of you 
and I. Ac the man who grew from thi" miraculous baby to take our pinp upon 



Himself. Let up come I -hip ou bring to Him nothing bu* 

ourc-elva". "God ^o loved the world that He gave Hi^ oi M 'odi Jh&t 
whosoever believeth in Him phould not perish but have everlasting life." 
Let uo pray. 



